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TRIBUTE TO CHARLES C. COOK, 
SR. 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 9, 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the service of Charles C. 
Cook, Sr., formerly Superintendent of Con-
gressional Publishing Division at the U.S. Gov-
ernment Publishing Office, on the occasion of 
his death on Friday, September 28. 

Charlie, as he was known to his colleagues, 
graduated in 1960 from Catonsville High 
School in Catonsville, Maryland, and went to 
work at Key Press in Arbutus for a salary of 
$1.50 per hour. It was at Key Press that Char-
lie earned his Printing Apprentice Degree. He 
then moved to Modern Linotype, and from 
there to the U.S. Government Printing Office, 
as the GPO was formerly known, in 1969, 
where he spent the rest of his career. 

At the GPO, Charlie rose to the position of 
Superintendent of the GPO’s Congressional 
Publishing Division, which is responsible for 
ensuring the production and delivery of all of 
the printing and digital work ordered by Con-
gress, including the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, 
bills, reports, hearings, and all of the other 
documents required by Congress in carrying 
out its legislative duties. 

During his tenure, Charlie helped lead the 
introduction of digital publishing of the con-
gressional documents by the GPO, which has 
reduced the cost and greatly expanded public 
access to this critically important information. 
He was also involved with devising improved 
security measures for the delivery of congres-
sional materials following the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks. Charlie drew strong 
praise from Congress for his work, which in-
cluded managing the production of materials 
for the 1997 and 2001 Presidential inaugura-
tions as well as materials associated with the 
impeachment of President Clinton. Indeed, 
Charlie’s professionalism stood out across the 
legislative branch, and as Superintendent of 
Congressional Publishing he was a key partici-
pant in the day to day operations that sup-
ported Congress. 

Charlie was well-known to his colleagues at 
the GPO, and especially to the many for 
whom he acted as mentor and advisor, as a 
manager with a deep understanding of the 
GPO’s work and a model of dedication to 
GPO’s historic mission. He was generous with 
his time and knowledge, unfailingly kind, and 
perennially good humored. In the final stage of 
his career, Charlie was tapped to become Di-
rector of New Business Development at the 
GPO, a senior executive position from which 
he retired. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the work and ca-
reer of Charlie Cook to my colleagues, and 
extend the sympathy of this House to his wife, 
Norene, and his children and grandchildren. 

CONSTITUENT COMMENTS ON 
SOBER LIVING HOME PROBLEMS 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 9, 2018 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
again regarding the hearing held by the Judici-
ary Subcommittee on the Constitution and 
Civil Justice on September 28, 2018 on the 
issue of sober living homes. At that hearing, I 
had the privilege of testifying at that hearing in 
support of my bill, H.R. 5724, to restore local 
oversight over sober living homes. As part of 
my testimony, I submitted to the Sub-
committee letters from many of my constitu-
ents about problems with sober living homes 
caused by current federal law preventing ap-
propriate local oversight. For the benefit of my 
colleagues and the American people, I include 
in the RECORD the second group of these con-
stituent letters: 

In mid-February the home next door was 
sold to a LLC. The home was converted to a 
sober living home. I do not know how many 
men live at the facility but notice that new 
men are coming and going all day. There are 
different cars parked weekly. I hope none of 
these men have criminal backgrounds. Have 
cut down going outside the home. Stopped 
the evening walk. Have an ADT security sys-
tem and installed motion lights all around 
the home. 

Initially they smoked cigarettes in the 
backyard and we lost all use of our back-
yard. On constant complaining to [RE-
DACTED] they moved the smoking to the 
other side of the home. It did not help much 
as now they had begun to smoke e-cigarettes 
and vaping also. The smell in our home is 
terrible. We use Hepa filter air purifiers in 
the home. Keep half the home windows 
closed. Our home has become more of a pris-
on. My husband and I have chronic multiple 
health issues. The smoke and e cigarette pol-
lutants cause me to have a constant cough, 
irritated nose, burning eyes and sometimes 
headaches. I wear a N99 pollution mask all 
day in the home. I daily leave the home for 
a few hours to take the mask off. I also try 
to spend a night or two outside the home. 
When the symptoms get further aggravated I 
get checked by my Physician. I last visited 
him on August 31, 2018. It affects me more 
than my husband. 

These homes are built for single family use 
and not for group smoking and vaping. Our 
family room and sober living home family 
room is 10 feet apart. My husband and I are 
covered under the ADA, we are covered but 
not the facility and medical personnel we 
use. The addict should be covered under the 
ADA but why are the owners and medical 
personnel covered also. 

A few years back every residential neigh-
borhood in Huntington Beach had a park and 
school. Today every residential neighbor-
hood has a few sober living home/detox fa-
cilities. Schools are closing, and many parks 
are unsafe for children. 

JOTI GHUMAN, 
Huntington Beach, California. 

Since having a sober living home open 
nearly behind my home, the quality of life in 

this neighborhood has deteriorated greatly. 
What has been a quiet neighborhood where 
people feel safe to live their lives, raise their 
children, and go about their daily lives in a 
secure environment has changed. Now I need 
to be certain every night that every door and 
window in my home is locked and secure. We 
had an incident in which drug users from the 
sober living home ran from the police 
through not only my but several neighbor’s 
yards, with police searching through those 
yards at 2 am, with the suspects attempting 
to enter at least one home in the attempt to 
evade police. Many neighbors speak of seeing 
people committing suspicious activities in 
on the grounds of the local school, which is 
approximately three homes away from the 
sober living home. Many neighbors are so 
anxious about the deterioration of the neigh-
borhood that they are selling their homes, 
with many others discussing doing so as 
well. We need more oversight as to who man-
ages these homes, as I understand, the one in 
my neighborhood is managed by an indi-
vidual with multiple felonies. This is insane, 
and regulations need to be implemented. 
Thank you for reading my issues. 

EDWARD SKELTON, 
Huntington Beach, California. 

I live a few houses away from a sober liv-
ing home where drug use has gone on there. 
Even worse someone from there entered an-
other person’s home on our block in the mid-
dle of the night. It saddens me that there is 
not much regulation regarding these homes 
and they can just open anywhere. We have 
families with little kids in the area and a 
school down the street from us. These homes 
need to be regulated and their clients prop-
erly cared for. There should be proof that pa-
tients are benefiting from these homes be-
fore we spend all this money to make owners 
of them rich, while everyone suffers includ-
ing the community. 

GINA MACDONALD, 
Huntington Beach, California. 

We live in a town house in Aliso Viejo, 
California. Our walls are connected to other 
homes on both sides. In 2015/2016 one of our 
neighbors moved out and turned her home 
into a sober living home. For almost 2 years 
we lived in constant fear of the revolving 
door of people going in and out of that house. 

During that time, we (and our neighbors) 
had to call the Orange County Sheriff’s De-
partment because of numerous violent 
fights, at all hours of the night. My 
girlfriend witnessed an individual who 
seemed to have overdosed in front of our ga-
rage. There were numerous fights, strange 
chemical smells coming out of the house, 
sheriffs and other emergency vehicles con-
stantly next door. Residents would wander 
the neighborhood and at hours of the day and 
just stand outside our home, looking right 
into our windows. We had to lock our doors, 
close the blinds and request that they smoke 
down the street. We are still worried that 
methamphetamine was possibly being 
cooked and was the source of the chemical 
smells coming from inside the home. Again, 
we share a wall and we worry about possible 
long-term risks of exposure. 

At one time, the boyfriend of one of the 
residents was wanted by the United States 
Marine Corps. The home owner stopped by 
our home and provided me the investigators 
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phone number. We had strict instructions to 
call her if we ever saw him at the house. Why 
are we responsible for this? 

Two separate nights, someone from this 
house tried to walk into our house. Luckily 
our front door was locked, and they just 
slammed into the door. 

In late 2016, one of the residents passed 
away inside the home. 

The home is still some kind of a ‘‘facility’’ 
for people with problems but we have not 
had the problems that occurred in 2015–2016. 
The current residents are nice but due to the 
constant change of occupants, we still live in 
fear that something could happen at any 
time. It’s been almost 4 years of hell and I 
think it is unacceptable that the state al-
lows someone to open a place like this, with 
little to no restrictions and the neighbor-
hood has no rights or protection against this 
from happening. 

No family should live in fear due to some-
one else’s greed. We talked to the city, HOA 
and Sheriff’s department multiple times and 
all said that there was nothing they could do 
to help. They wanted to help but said the 
state says this is ok. Although we under-
stand that people need help, but our safety 
and peace of mind should not be sacrificed. 
That is our story and can back it up with 
emails to our HOA every time an incident 
happened. 

ALBERT FRANCIS, 
Aliso Viejo, California. 

My name is Virginia Mccoy, mother of four 
children, wife of a police officer, and a posi-
tive role model in my community in Hun-
tington Beach, CA. 

I live across the street from our public 
middle school, and directly diagonal to a new 
sober living house. Unfortunately, the house 
is not sober, and is impeding on the safety 
and happiness in our neighborhood. Drugs, 
alcohol, speeding, and the lack of respect to 
neighbors has truly put a stain on our once 
wonderful family neighborhood. 

I am no longer comfortable letting my 14- 
year-old daughter ride her bike in the neigh-
borhood, walk our family dog, or walk to her 
friend’s home down the street. Just today, 
September 5, 2018, was the first day of 
school, witnessed many parents drop their 
child off right in front of this ‘‘Sober Living 
House.’’ The fact that parents have no idea 
that just a couple weeks ago the occupants 
along with others were smoking heroine, 
were chased by police, broke into a neigh-
bor’s home, and were never caught, is truly 
terrifying. 

I urge and plead for firm regulation and 
stricter laws to combat fraudulent sober liv-
ing homes, protect our neighborhoods, and 
protect children in school neighborhoods. 

VIRGINIA MCCOY, 
Huntington Beach, California. 

There are two SLHs in our neighborhood in 
Huntington Beach near [ADDRESS]. One of 
these is our neighboring house that was oc-
cupied earlier this year. Our neighbor of 
forty years died, and her children sold the 
home. 

Since the SLH has been occupied we have 
been impacted by constant cigarette smoke 
and vape vapor. Our incessant complaints to 
the owner’s manager have mitigated the 
smoked vapors to the point where it is less 
frequently noted. This has not however re-
duced our health impacts. My wife has con-
stant complaint of itching eyes and irritated 
throat. She has now been coughing for over 
two months with some bouts that are per-
sistent over many minutes. During a doctor 
visit last week she was advised to reduce in- 
house irritants. 

My allergies have been exasperated since 
the SLH facility has moved in. Incidents of 

running nose and coughing have increased 
and I now have daily bouts of sneezing. 

After having lived in our house for over 
forty years we are now confronting a situa-
tion where our neighbors are impacting our 
health making it impossible to peacefully 
enjoy our home. The occupants of the SLH 
are transient who have shown no interest in 
any involvement in the neighborhood. We do 
not know who the occupants are, or many 
people live there. 

We hope you are able to use our experience 
in providing input to any congressional hear-
ing on the subject. 

OPJIT GHUMAN, 
Huntington Beach, California. 

I have lived in my home since 1966. With 
two different 4-year breaks. My husband, 
Marc, and I have lived here continuously 
since March of 1988. I was raised in this home 
and we have raised our two daughters here, 
also. We have a lovely neighborhood and fan-
tastic neighbors. Most of whom have also 
lived here for more than a decade. I have 
been very involved with [REDACTED] school 
as a volunteer in various capacities includ-
ing PTSA President. 

In recent months it has come to our atten-
tion that [ADDRESS] is no longer a family 
home. It is now a DETOX CENTER. How do 
I know? Diligent research by myself and 
other neighbors. 

Drug Incident: The research began in depth 
after very disturbing events in the early 
morning hours of Friday, August 24, 2018 ap-
proximately 1:40 am at [ADDRESS]. The 
same early morning, the Huntington Beach 
Police were summoned to the sidewalk next 
to [ADDRESS] after another neighbor wit-
nessed drugs being cooked and shot-up. The 
suspects scattered, and two males ran into 
the side yard of [ADDRESS] and hopped 
backyards between the homes on [AD-
DRESS]. Camera surveillance is available 
from the backyard of [ADDRESS] and front 
door of [ADDRESS]. There was a backpack 
abandoned on the side walk next to [AD-
DRESS] that contained a significant amount 
of drugs. Camera footage available from [AD-
DRESS]. HBPD Case No. [REDACTED]. 

Pit Bull Incident: Monday August 27, 2018 
my neighbor [NAME] was prevented from 
exiting her car in her driveway at [AD-
DRESS] because of a barking pit bull on her 
property. She pulled into my driveway and 
into my home to ask me to whom the pit 
bull belonged. I told her it belonged to [AD-
DRESS]. We proceeded to call Animal Con-
trol after witnessing the dog roam across the 
street and down to the corner, barking the 
entire time at anyone it saw. I have video of 
the Pit bull charging into the street towards 
me while I am near my front door. When Of-
ficer [NAME] from Animal Control arrived, 
the dog continued to bark and began growl-
ing repeatedly. Officer [NAME] told me that 
this dog was in violation of Cade 41–51 Pro-
tection From Animals and was a mis-
demeanor offense. I have copies available of 
the neighbor statements regarding violation 
[REDACTED]. 

Research: Research has revealed that the 
house at [ADDRESS] is now owned by 
[NAME] is listed as principle. [NAME] pur-
chased this house on [ADDRESS]. 

Resident of the home (believed to be a 
House Manager) is [NAME]. [NAME] has an 
extensive criminal past including multiple 
drug charges, multiple DUis and was most 
recently imprisoned for securities fraud. 
[NAME] is currently on parole. How do we 
know that? His parole officer knocked on the 
incorrect door and demanded to speak with 
[NAME}. [NAME] said that she did not know 
[NAME]. The PO eventually realized her mis-
take and knocked at [ADDRESS]. No one an-
swered. [NAME] is the owner of the pit bull 

reported to animal control. [NAME]’s co-
defendant in the securities fraud case [RE-
DACTED], has been at [ADDRESS] at least 
three times. 

THIS DETOX HOUSE HAS AFFECTED MY 
FAMILY IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS: 

I CAN NO LONGER SLEEP WITH MY 
WINDOWS OPEN. 

I CAN NO LONGER ALLOW MY GRAND-
NIECE AND GRANDNEPHEW TO WALK TO 
AND FROM THEIR HOME TO MINE (3 
HOUSES) WITHOUT DIRECT SUPER-
VISION. 

I AM CONSTANTLY LOOKING FOR ANY-
THING THAT IS UNFAMILIAR IN MY 
NEIGHBORHOOD. 

I WORRY ABOUT MY NEIGHBORS. 
I WORRY ABOUT THE SCHOOL CHIL-

DREN THAT WALK TO [REDACTED] 
SCHOOL ON MY STREET EVERY MORN-
ING AND AFTERNOON. 

I CANNOT SLEEP SOUNDLY. 
I HAVE INSTALLED SECURITY CAM-

ERAS. 
I DO NOT FEEL SAFE. 
Please allow our local government to have 

jurisdiction in MY neighborhood. HBPD has 
yet to gather video evidence from any neigh-
bors regarding the drug charge. There is no 
detective assigned to the case at present 
time. 

JANET CARDENAS, 
Huntington Beach, California. 

I wanted to share my opinion on the sober 
living homes. I have lived in Costa Mesa for 
many years. The city has gone through a 
major transformation due largely to the 
sober living homes. There are young adults 
that now live on our streets because they 
were ‘‘bought’’ from out of state, went to a 
sober living home, and then kicked to the 
street when the money ran out. They have 
no method to get home and mostly return to 
drugs while they live on the streets. I saw a 
young female crying sitting with her suit-
case. Apparently, her time was done at the 
sober living home, they would not help her 
return home (out of state) and the people she 
was with robbed her of her money and other 
possessions. We gave her the info for Costa 
Mesa Homeless Network solutions. I live 
across the street from a sober living home. 
The company was able to buy a $925k home 
and the people that run it drive Audis, Jag-
uars, and of course, there is the $80k Mer-
cedes that shows up. There are cars every-
where around this sober living home in our 
neighborhood, there are often young males 
sitting in cars in our neighborhood (some-
times for hours), and there are kids smoking 
everywhere. I am appalled that this has con-
tinued to exist. We are essentially allowing 
human trafficking to pay these broker fees 
to feed enough people into their ‘‘sober liv-
ing home factory’’. They are supposed to 
help the tenants return home, where they 
may have a support system. However, that 
would cost them money; their only business 
is to make money. I would ask a change in 
the law to state you must be a resident of 
California for 12 months to enter a sober liv-
ing home here and there may be no exchange 
of ‘‘broker’’ fees to buy bodies for their 
homes. We need to clean up our neighbor-
hoods. Crime has skyrocketed in our neigh-
borhood. Our mail is stolen, packages are 
stolen, cars are broken into, and our homes 
are being broken into. We need to enact 
these new requirements and the state must 
regulate them. They must send in inspectors 
to make sure these homes are free of drugs, 
the tenants are from California for the last 
12 months, and that there was no money ex-
changed to find these people. We have been 
essentially wasting tax money to make our 
city less safe. 

ERIN BLANCETT, 
Costa Mesa, California. 
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RECOGNIZING THE INTER-

NATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL 

HON. STEVE CHABOT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 9, 2018 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize October 11 as the International Day 
of the Girl, which falls this upcoming Thurs-
day. The International Day of the Girl is a day 
to draw attention to, and seek solutions for, 
the challenges that confront girls throughout 
the world. 

This year’s theme for the International Day 
of the Girl centers on educating girls for to-
day’s and tomorrow’s economy. That is why I 
wish to highlight the Protecting Girls’ Access 
to Education Act, legislation that I introduced 
last year with Congresswoman ROBIN KELLY, 
which seeks to better ensure that the edu-
cational needs of displaced girls are consid-
ered in the design, implementation, and eval-
uation of our foreign assistance. This legisla-
tion is vitally important since, according to the 
UN High Commission on Refugees, there are 
approximately 65 million forcibly displaced 
people worldwide and half are under the age 
of 18. Prolonged periods away from home re-
sult in low school enrollment rates for dis-
placed children, which leaves girls vulnerable 
to early marriage, human trafficking, and child 
labor. With these urgent needs in mind, I urge 
the Senate to swiftly pass the Protecting Girls’ 
Access to Education Act. 

The International Day of the Girl is a day to 
work towards ensuring that girls around the 
globe have access to safe, quality education. 
As this year’s theme reminds us, girls have 
better opportunities when they have access to 
quality education and a safe environment in 
which to learn. 

f 

PAKISTAN’S FOREIGN MINISTER 
SHOULD RETURN HOME EMPTY- 
HANDED 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 9, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Pakistan’s 
Foreign Minister was here this week to urge 
the White House to renew assistance to his 
country and plead for our help in talks with 
India. While I do not oppose open engage-
ment with Pakistan, our position must be 
clear: Pakistan will not receive a dime of U.S. 
support if terrorists continue to live safely on 
their soil. For too long the opposite has been 
the case. Fortunately, President Trump has 
disrupted the status quo and suspended most 
of the funding we give to Pakistan, specifically 
calling them out for their support to terrorism. 
But more should be done. 

The continued violence in Afghanistan is di-
rectly the result of Pakistan’s protection of the 
Taliban, al-Qaeda, and other murderous ter-
rorists in the region. After 9/11, U.S. and allied 
forces had defeated the extremists in Afghani-
stan. But Pakistan opened its doors to Osama 
bin Laden, Mullah Omar, and the entire lead-
ership of al-Qaeda and the Taliban. We know 
this because these terrorist thugs were found 
and killed in Pakistan. With Pakistani help, 

their terrorist networks were able to rebuild 
and launch an insurgency in Afghanistan that 
has killed thousands of Americans. 

It is insulting that Pakistan’s Foreign Min-
ister comes to Washington and dares to lec-
ture us for holding them to account. Just yes-
terday, another American was killed fighting 
extremists in Afghanistan. Our nation con-
tinues to sacrifice to bring peace to Afghani-
stan, while leaders of the Taliban enjoy the 
shelter of Pakistan. If the Foreign Minister was 
truly interested in restoring the relationship be-
tween our two countries, he would accept re-
sponsibility and acknowledge that countless 
terrorists still live inside Pakistan. His country 
has been the epicenter for extremism for dec-
ades, where extremists are still able to hold 
massive public rallies to incite young men to 
violence. This isn’t conjecture, the evidence is 
well documented. 

For example, Hafiz Muhammad Saeed, the 
founder of the U.S. and U.N.-designated ter-
rorist group Lashkar-e-Taiba, operates freely 
in Pakistan. Despite his role in the 2008 
Mumbai attack, he leads public rallies and can 
raise money for extremists causes. Yet, Paki-
stan, including its Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
consistently defends Saeed and condemns 
U.S. counterterrorism efforts. Pakistan’s For-
eign Minister even claimed terrorist groups 
that target Pakistan have safe haven in Af-
ghanistan under the U.S.’s watch. Yet it is 
Pakistani officials who somehow claim there is 
a ‘‘good’’ Taliban, while the U.S. makes no 
distinction. If the Foreign Minister wanted to 
earn our trust, his government could dem-
onstrate good faith by taking action. This in-
cludes handing over Mr. Saeed, the leaders of 
the Taliban and Haqqani Network, and ban-
ning all extremist groups on its soil. But this is 
a fantasy. The hope that Pakistan would do 
the responsible thing ended a long time ago. 

Now is the day of reckoning. All assistance 
to Pakistan must end, its Major Non-NATO 
Ally status must be terminated, and the State 
Department should immediately designate it 
as a state sponsor of terrorism. The glad- 
handing with Pakistani politicians cannot cover 
for the obvious misdeeds of their country. The 
Foreign Minister came to Washington empty- 
handed and should return to Pakistan empty- 
handed. Seventeen years of appeasing Paki-
stan has gotten us nowhere and a new course 
must be taken. 

Turn out the lights—the party is over for 
Pakistan. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF NATIONAL DISABILITY EM-
PLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 9, 2018 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month. 

This celebration of service began in 1945, 
when the military men and women returned 
from World War II with life-altering injuries and 
disabilities they received during their service in 
the war. When they returned, they were held 
back from reentering the workforce because of 
these limiting disabilities. This sparked public 

interest and soon after the end of the war, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared the 
first week of October as National Employ the 
Physically Handicapped Week. 

As awareness grew across the country of 
the diversity of disabilities individuals have, the 
week was renamed in 1962 to National Em-
ploy the Handicapped Week. 

In 1988, Congress passed the Handicapped 
Programs Technical Amendments Act of 1988, 
establishing October as National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month. Throughout 
this month, we celebrate and continue to in-
crease awareness of the many contributions of 
workers with disabilities and emphasize the 
value of a workforce inclusive of their talents, 
skills, and unique perspectives. 

Employees with disabilities of all types bring 
the valuable qualities of reliability, dedication, 
loyalty, a positive attitude, and strong work 
ethic to their places of employment. This moti-
vates their fellow colleagues and has a pro-
found impact on their workplace. That is why 
in Congress, we continue to work towards cre-
ating inclusive workplace cultures around the 
country and establishing training opportunities 
for job seekers and employees with disabil-
ities. 

This month, I join all workers with disabil-
ities, their families, and the constituents of 
Washington’s Eighth District in recognizing this 
special occasion and celebrating the contribu-
tions they have made to our communities, 
state, and nation. 

f 

CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE OF ABDUL SHAKOOR 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 9, 2018 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call for the immediate release of Abdul 
Shakoor, a prisoner of conscience currently in-
carcerated in Pakistan, and a man who has 
been persecuted for his belief in the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim faith. Mr. Shakoor is an 
82-year old who manages an optician’s store 
and bookshop in the main bazaar of Rabwah 
in Punjab province. Rabwah is the de facto 
headquarters of Pakistan’s Ahmadiyya Muslim 
community, known as Ahmadis. 

Mr. Shakoor is a beloved figure in Rabwah 
where he is known as a pillar of the commu-
nity, a leader, a conciliator, and peacemaker. 
He is referred to by all as ‘‘Brother’’ Shakoor. 

In 1997, Pakistan passed the Anti-Terrorism 
Act, which provided for a broad definition of 
terrorism and created special Anti-Terrorism 
Courts to try individuals accused of violating 
the law. In the 20 years since it became law, 
the Anti-Terrorism Act has been increasingly 
used as a cudgel to persecute religious mi-
norities within Pakistan, with a specific mali-
cious focus trained on Ahmadi Muslims. This 
is because Pakistan’s Constitution declares 
members of the Ahmadiyya faith as non-Mus-
lims, and Pakistan’s Penal Code criminalizes 
their existence for ‘‘posing as Muslim,’’ sub-
jecting them to three years imprisonment and 
potential capital punishment. Thus, Ahmadis 
are legally rendered heretical and thus illegal 
in Pakistan because Ahmadi Muslims believe 
that the founder of their faith, Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, was divinely appointed as the prom-
ised Mahdi and Messiah. 
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